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Lee can be reached by road from Ilfracombe or Barnstaple.

Bus no 305 runs between Illracombe and Lee.

Bus no 31 runs between Ilfracombe and Mortehoe via Lincombe.
Lee can also be reached on foot via the Coast Path/ Tarka Trail.
Useful telephone numbers: Tourist Information: 01271 863001
Devon Bus enquiry line: 01271 382800 (Mon-Fri, 8.30-17.00)

WALKS IN THIS SERIES approx time
1. Village Walk 3/ hr

2. Smugglers’ Path 1 (1/5) hrs
3. Woodland Walk 1-2 hrs

4. Coast and Country 2 hrs

5. Clifftop, Gorse and Heather Walk 3 hrs+

HERITAGE
Produced by Ruth Larrea for: SONSL,
The North Devon Heritage Coast Service

WALKS FROM LEE

a series of graded walks

No 2: Smugglers Path

A short walk exploring some of the
places and legends surrounding Lee’s
smuggling past

North Devon Heritage Coast



2: SMUGGLERS PATH

During the 18th and early 19th centuries smuggling
was carried on extensively along these coasts and
Lee was an ideal location. Its sheltered cove is
accessible only through a small channel between
rugged rocks, while the valley itself is cut off from
the rest of the world by steep hills, honeycombed
with a network of paths leading to isolated farms.

One of the most notorious smugglers known to have
operated from Lee was Hannibal Richards. Six foot
tall, with long black hair, he and his five-foot wife
moved here in 1789 from Morwenstow in Cornwall,
where he had been one of the Cruel Coppinger’s
gang of smugglers.

Hannibal Richards lived at The Gwythers, then a
farm, but soon returned to his old ways. He was
well-known to the Collector and his name appears in
several reports but he seems never to have been
convicted. Nevertheless he had several close shaves
with the coastguard and revenue. After a raid in
which he was the only one of his gang to escape he
decided to retire. He died in 1849 at the age of 85.
He and other members of his family are buried in
the churchyard at Ilfracombe.

Smuggled goods were carried into the interior,
stored in outhouses or cellars. Records from the late
18th and early 19th centuries refer to landings of
brandy and gin, red Portugal wine, salt, tea and even
playing cards. Many people saw smuggling as a way
of making life more comfortable under the extremely
harsh laws of the time and often the whole
community would be involved, but it was often a far
more brutal business than today’s romantic images
suggest.

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR
A cave in a cove where Hannibal Richards had his
look-out.
A farm which became an inn where Hannibal
Richards lived.
A chapel which became a cowshed where he hid
his contraband.
A cottage serving tea and smuggling stories.
A church with a memorial to a smuggler’s son.
A former post-office, once an inn run by a
smuggler’s son.
A cottage where the coastguard kept a look-out.

How many paths, lanes and other inland routes of
escape can you count?

B2 o o 1)
Lee 70 ,41115»\,',\}\\\ .







